
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER GRANTING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FOR U S ) INTERVENTION AND 
WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. . 1 SUSPENDING TARIFF 

) TC96-I 07 

On June 24, 1996, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (U S WEST) filed for approval by the 
Public Utilities Commission (Commission) its 1995 Intrastate Switched Access Rate Study. 

On June 27, 1996, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and the 
intervention deadline of July 12, 1996, to interested individuals and entities. The following 
companies sought intervention: Sprint Communications Company (Sprint) on July 5, 1996; MCI 
Telecommunications Cmporation (MCI) on July 9, 1996; Express Communications, Inc. (Express) 
on July 9, 1996; AT&T Communications of the Midwest, Inc. (ATZT) on July 10, 1996; 
Telecommunications Action Group (TAG)' on July 11, 1996; and Dakota Cooperative 
Telecommunications, Inc. (DGT) on July 12, 1996. 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 49-31 
and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, 20:10:01 : I  5.05, 20: 1 O:27:07, 20:l O:27:O8 and 20:l O:27:14. 

On July 30, 1996, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission considered this matter. 
Commission Staff recommended that pursuant to SDCL 49-31-12.4(2), the Commission suspend 
the increase in rates for 120 days. The Commission found that Sprint, MCI, Express, AT&T, TAG 
and DCT's Petitions to Intervene were timely filed and demonstrated good cause to grant 
intervention. The Commission further found that pursuant to SDCL 49-31-12.4, that the rate 
increase be suspended for 120 days. It is therefore 

ORDERED that Sprint, MCI, Express, AT&T, TAG and DCT's Petitions to Intervene are 
granted; and it is further 

ORDERED that the tariff sheets be suspended for 120 days from the proposed effective date 
of the rate. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 4' day of August, 1996. 
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